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Excerpts From Nixon Speech to G.O.P. 



Following are excerpts from 
a speech by President Nixon 
last night to a fund-raising 
dinner in Washington, as re- 
corded through the facilities 
of A.B.C. News: 

I have been hearing that i 
this would be less than an ' 
enthusiastic dinner tonight; 
and I must say that you have 
proved that perhaps the crit- 
ics were wrong. 

Now as is always my cus- 
tom before speaking before i 
any audience, such a distin- 
guished group as this, I ask 
the chairman what I should 
talk about And it just hap- 
pened this afternoon I met 
with the chairman — Chair- 
man [George] Bush . . . and 
we had a discussion about 
this dinner tonight and what I 
you would like to hear about. ‘ 

You’ve already heard the 
Vice President praise the ac- 
! complishments of the Admin- 
istration and so for me to 
/add to that would simply be, 
if of course, adding praise for 
| what he says I have done; 
but which you have made 
possible. And all of us work- 
ing together have made pos- 
sible. 

And I will have something 
to say about that as I con- 
clude tonight. 

Notes Concern 

But it’s always been my 
practice before any kind of 
an audience to take on those 
subjects that some people 
think you don’t want to take 
on because they’re difficult 
ones. 

f Let me say, I didn’t get 
where I am by ducking tough 
issues. And I believe — 

I’m keenly aware of the 
fact that many Americans — 
everybody in this room, for 
example — are concerned 
about the developments that 
we’ve been reading about 
and hearing about in recent 
weeks and recent months. I 
expressed my concern just a 
few days ago on national 
television. I will not add to 
what I said then except to 
make some comments that I 
think are quite appropriate 
at this time. 

. In the American political 
process one of the most dif- 
ficult tasks of all comes when 
charges are made against 
high officials in an Adminis- 
tration. That’s a very great 
test of an Administration and 



many times in the history of 
our country, Administrations 
have failed to meet the test 
of investigating those charges 
that might be embarrassing 
to the Administration because 
they were made against high 
officials in an Administration. 

We have had such a situa- 
tion, we have been con- 
fronted with it, we are deal- 
ing with it, and I will simply 
say to you tonight that this 
nation — Republicans, Demo- 
crats^ Independents, all 
Americans — can have con- 
fidence in the fact that the 
new nominee for > Attorney 



I General, Elliot Richarason, 
and the special prosecutor 
that he will appoint in this 
case will have the total co- 
operation of the executive 
branch of this Government. 

Pledges Justice 

They will get to the bot- 
tom of this thing. They will 
see to it that all of those 
who are guilty are prosecut- 
ed and are brought to jus- 
tice. That is the pledge I 
make tonight, and that I 
think the American people 
are entitled to it. 

But I would add that the 
place where that should 
happen is in the courts of 
law. Charges are these days 
made rather easily, as we 
know, in our political proc- 
ess, and there is . sometimes 
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a tendency for us to convict 
the innocent in our own 
mind before they have the 
opportunity to be heard — 
before they had the oppor- 
tunity, even if charges are 
made, to be tried. And let us 
resolve tonight that until we 
hear the evidence, until 
those who had been charged 
have had a chance to pre- 
sent their case in a court of 
law, let’s uphold the great 
American tradition that an 
individual, even a govern- 
ment official, is innocent 
until he’s proved guilty. 

I also want to add a word 
with regard to what all this 
is going to mean to the next 
three-and-a-half and a bit 
more years that we have in 
office as a result of the elec- 
tion last November. 

I can assure that we will- 
get to the bottom of’ this . 
very deplorable incident. We 
should do everything that we 
can to develop new legisla- 
tive tools which will deal 
with this kind of abuse and 
other abuses as practiced too 
often in many campaigns by 
both parties over the years. 

But the most important 
thing I want to say tonight 
is this: We are not going to 
allow this deplorable incident 
to deter us or deflect from 
going forward toward achiev- 
ing the great goals that an 
overwhelming majority of the 
American people elected us to 
achieve in November of 1972. 

I We received the greatest 
popular majority in history 
for a good reason. The 
American people had a clear 
choice. And the same rea- 
sons/ and the same choice 
exist? today as it did exist 
then. And when we look at 
those goals, some of which 
the Vice President has re- 
ferred to so eloquently, when 
we look at those goals, it is v 
our responsibility at ' this 
time to go forward now and 
achieve them. And that we 
do intend to do. 

And I can assure you that 
whether it’s at a * Cabinet 
meeting that we will be hav- I 
ing in the morning, or i 
whether it’s a meeting With 
legislative leaders that we will • 
be having next week, that you 
can be sure the business of 
your Government is going 
forward and we’re going to 



I make the next four years 
— better than the last four 
years — and that’s something 
Americans are entitled to. 
Great Progress Cited 
As you know, in a few 
weeks I shall probably be 
meeting with the leader of 
the Soviet Union in the re- 
turn visit that he will be 
making to the United States. 

And as the Vice President 
has indicated, we have had 
great progress over the past 
year, particularly in trying 
to work toward not just end- 
ing a: war that had gone on 
much too long — 12 years as 
a matter of fact — but in 
building a more peaceful 
world so that, for example, 
the leaders of one-fourth of 
all the people in the world 
wouldn’t be out there iso- 
lated from the rest of the 
world, with the danger of a 
confrontation 15 to 20 years 
from now being inherited by 
our children. 

And making progress as 
we have made it with the 
other great superpower, the 
Soviet Union. Progress that 
does not resolve the basic 
differences between our vari- 
ous- systems of government 
and our philosophies. They 
are there. They will remain. 
But progress toward seeing 
to it that differences can be 
resolved, around a confer- 
ence_ table, after hard bar- 
gaining. Which is what we 
did last year, and what we 
intend to do, as a, result of 
very careful planning that is 
now going forward, this year 
as well. 

Stresses Peace 
What I would like .to say 
to you, my friends, is this: i 
Every individual, I’m sure, 
who occupies the office of 
the President tries to think 
of one thing he wants more 
than anything else. And I 
could name many goals to- 
night that I want more than 
anything else. 

But, more important than 
anything else for the present 
President of the United States 
is the goal of building a new 
structure of peace in the 
world. And the reason that is 
the most important role is 
that unless the President of 
the United States, backed by 
the people of the United . 
States, and the Congress, 



takes the leadership in this 
field, we will not have peace. 
That is the truth of the 
matter. 

Because there *is no -other 
■ free nation that is strong 
enough, and there is no other 
group of nations that has the 
will to provide that leader- 
ship. 

We have tried to meet that 
responsibility over the past 
four years. And we have made 
progress. We are going to 
continue to make it — meet 
that responsibility over the 
next three and a half years. 
As I have indicated. . 

But in order to meet it, it 
is essential that we concen- 
trate our minds and our 
hearts and our souls and 
our energy toward achieving 
that goal, as well as the oth- 
ers that I mentioned in my 
speech a few days ago and 
that the Vice President re- 
ferred to in his introduction 
today. 

Cites ‘Real Friends’ 

And that brings me to a 
personal note, referring to 
everybody here. I have had, as 
you know, some political, ups 
and downs during my 27 years 
in politics; and I have known 
times when I wondered if I 
had very many friends. And 
every man or woman who 
has been in politics knows 
. that when you win, they’re 
all your friends, and when 
you lose, it’s pretty hard to 
find them except when you 
lose and they’re still there, 
they’re the real friends. 

Let me say, I don’t stand 
here tonight as a loser. We 
stand here tonight as win- 
ners and we’re going to win 
again. 

But I shall always remem- 
ber this group tonight; re- 
member that when the going 
was tough, you hung in 
there; remember that when 
the challenge was greatest 
you didn’t lose your faith. 
And if some of you think 
that why does this kind of 
challenge have to come to 
us — - why do we have to , 
endure it — let me remind you 
that the finest steel has to go 
through the hottest fire. And 
I can assure you, my friends,- 
•this room is full of fine steel 
tonight. 

Thank you. 
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